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Graduation Luncheon after § oS
worship service on Sunday,
June 1% in the church gym.
She will be graduating from

McAllen High School on June
7" and then head to UTSA in
the fall! Congratulations!
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Happy June, St. Mark Family!

by: Jessica Flores - Children & Youth Director

Summer is here, and with it comes an exciting season of
ministry at St. Mark! Our church is buzzing with activity, and our
youth and children’s programs are especially full of opportunities for
growth, service, and fellowship.

This summer, our youth will be heading to Youth Summer
Camp, July 17-22, and we’'re also looking forward to many
fellowship events, service opportunities, concerts, and, of course, our
much-anticipated Children’s Vacation Bible School—True North,
happening July 7-11.

As we enter this vibrant season, I encourage you to pray about
how God might be calling you to support the spiritual journeys of the
young people in our congregation. Whether it's volunteering your
time, offering words of encouragement, or simply lifting our kids and
leaders in prayer, every bit makes a difference.

Our Youth Group has been joyfully active—attending events,
camps, and outreach activities. However, all this activity has left our
youth ministry fund running low. We'll soon be launching
a fundraiser to help offset the costs for our campers heading to
camp in July. Please be on the lookout for more details, and
prayerfully consider how you might be able to help support this
important opportunity for spiritual growth.

As Paul encouraged the church in Thessalonica, “"Therefore
encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you
are doing” (1 Thessalonians 5:11). Thank you, St. Mark, for being a
community that lives this out so beautifully.

We are deeply grateful for our church family. Thank you for the
many ways you continue to love, support, and guide the next
generation in their walk with Jesus.

With love and appreciation,
Jessica Sargent Flores
Youth Director

Pastor Musings
Thoughts and Advice from Pastor Joe, St. Mark UMC, June 2025
Numbers

“And [Peter] testified with many other arguments & exhorted them, saying,
‘Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.’ So those who welcomed his message
were baptized, & that day about 3,000 persons were added. They devoted themselves
to the apostles’ teaching & fellowship, to the breaking of bread & the prayers.”—Acts
2:40-42, NRSV

Those who’ve been to St. Mark Board meetings know that | like numbers. On a
weekly basis, | pay attention to the number of worshippers and small group participants
we’ve had. On a monthly basis, | await the numbers related to church finances, food
pantry recipients, Communion Rail offering, and Preschool enroliment. This summer,
I’m tracking Project Transformation enrollment and volunteer signups. Our own
newsletter includes worship, small group, and giving numbers from the prior month. |
even keep track of related annual metrics for the congregations in our regional
conference, as time allows!

Certain sections of the Bible also care about numbers. The Bible even has the
Book of Numbers, which begins and ends with a census of the Israelites in the desert.
The first several chapters of Acts also share numbers of new converts who were
responding to the gospel message of salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.
Jesus even tells us that our heavenly Father makes sure that “all the hairs of your head
are counted” (Luke 12:7).

Do you ever numerically keep track of your faith journey and commitments?
How many times do you attend public worship (at St. Mark or elsewhere) each month?
Bible studies? How many hours do you volunteer for St. Mark or other faith or
community focused service opportunities each month? How much time do you read
the Bible on your own each week? How much do you contribute financially to the
church and charities that serve those in need—and how much of your income does that
encompass? | do not mean to add this as a burden to anyone—I’m not requiring this as
homework or anything! But if you’re a numbers person like me, I’d encourage you to
keep track--& see how the Lord empowers your faith commitments to increase!



Meet the St. Mark UMC Preschool Teacher

Hello! My name is Ms. Raquel. I am the Floater Teacher for all the
classrooms. I come to work and help the classroom that needs it the most that
day. I have been in the Infant Room a lot this year because we have 5 infants
and need a second person to help. When an infant is not here for a day, I then
help out the other classrooms.

About Me: When I am not working I enjoy going to the gym, parks and
being outdoors. I like to travel to San Antonio, TX and walk the River Walk. I
also enjoy going to Fredericksburg, TX. When I'm not outdoors enjoying
nature, I enjoy shopping at Target, going to Church, reading, watching Netflix,
and cooking.

Some of my favorite things are: Color-Purple, Flower-White Roses, Drink
-Diet Coke (Coke Zero), Food-Mexican Food, Movie-A Walk to Remember,
Book-The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins, Place to Visit-Houston, TX,
Number-4, Hobby-Walking the River Walk, Candy-Snickers, and Shape-Heart.

One of my favorite memories at St. Mark UMC Preschool is helping in
Ms. Murillo’s Prek- 3/4 classroom with the kids from 2023-2024 school year. 1
had so much fun in that classroom! Another favorite memory is getting to
interact and help with the Prek-1 classroom.

What I love about being at St. Mark UMC Preschool is getting to come to
work and be with all the kids. When I clock-in for the day I go to whichever
classroom will need me the most for that day. Most days I am with the infants
when all five are here. Other days I help the other classrooms if a teacher is
out or they can use the extra help with activates. I love being a floater and
getting to spend my time in each classroom with all the kids.

MSs. RaGuUEL

Meet our 2025 PT Summer Interns!

St. Mark UMC has hosted Project Transformation (PT) for 3 years,
making this year #4! Each year we get a new group of young adult college
students who spend 8 weeks living at Campus Ministries at UTRGV and
helping the children of our community continue their reading skills during the
summer here at St. Mark.

We are so excited to have 5 PT Interns here this summer. First we
have Melanie B., who was here last summer as an intern for PT. She attends
the University of Miami - Sociology/Criminology. Second we have Juanjose
(1) G., he attends St. Mary’s University - Communication Studies, Third we
have Pamela S., she attends University of Texas Rio Grande Valley -
Education. Fourth we have Victoria F., she attends University of Texas Rio
Grande Valley. And Last we have Jack L., he attends Trinity University - Pre-
Law. Let us make sure these amazing interns fell welcomed and blessed while
they are here providing a ministry to our community.

The best way to get to know these interns is signing up to provide a
dinner for them Monday through Wednesday, at the Campus Ministries where
they are staying. This is a great time for you to sit and get to know them
over a meal. Meal Train Link to sign up: www.mealtrain.com/trains/e6k972.
If you have questions about signing up, please contact the church office.

Pictured Left to Right:

Pamela Sandoval
Melanie Baltierra
Victoria Flores
Juanjose Garcia

Jack Lugo




Project Transformation 2025
Reading Buddies

e one-on-one reading to children in grades 1st-6th

e ALL books and materials are provided
e volunteers can signh up for a single day or
multiple days (Monday to Thursday)

e Volunteers 15 to 17 can volunteer independently
and those under 15 must serve with a parent or
guardian

e a one-time online training is required before
your first volunteer session

GivePulse Link to sign up:
https://www.givepulse.com/event/601043-St.-Mark-2025-Reading-Volunteers

Dinner Volunteers
We are seeking volunteers to provide and serve dinner toour 5
college interns. After a long day of helping children they will really
appreciate a delicious meal and connecting to with people from our
church and our community.

e prepare a meal for the 5 interns and yourself
and/or group

e serve dinner from 6:30pm-7pm
Meal Train Link to sign up:
https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/e6k972

—
Reading Testing Volu nteers

e help assess children’s reading progress at the

beginning and end of the summer

e This helps us measure the real impact of our
reading program and ensures every child gets the
support they need

e Volunteers 18 or older must complete a
background check

e aone-time online training is required before your
GivePulse Link to sign up: first volunteer session

https://www.givepulse.com/event/601043-St.-Mark-2025-Reading-Volunteers

R

PT Summer Volunteer
Opportunities

'f'j I'ransln rmation

Reading Buddies - NEED about 20 reading buddies per day.
Reading times & dates are 10am to 12pm on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, & Thursdays, June 4th to July 24th.

Intern Dinners - Groups and individuals provide dinner Monday through
Wednesday from June 2nd to July 23rd. You will need to prepare enough
food for our 5 interns and also for yourself or group so you can enjoy the
meal with them and get to know them. Setup is at 6pm and dinner is at
6:30pm.

Other Engagement Opportunities -

L4

Family Fun Nights - St. Mark UMC will host the PT families once the
end of June and then again the end of July. These events are to help the
church members and PT families connect with dinner, games, and family
fun. St. Mark provides the dinners at each event. Please reach out to the
church office if you would like to help.

Teach your special passion or talent at camp - Once a week,
someone from our community will come and talk to the children after
lunch and explain what their special passion or talent is. If you would
like to share you passion or talent please contact the church office.

Book and Supply Drives - A full and diverse library is needed for PT
Summer Reading Camp. There is an amazon Wish list to donate books
directly to PT Rio Texas. Select the books (nhew or used) to add to your
shopping cart and then pick Project Transformation Rio Texas for the
shipping address. From there, check out as normal. Just save your
receipt for your taxes since it is a donation.

Financial Donations - money can be placed in offering plate Sunday
mornings labeled for “"PT Summer Reading”

Prayer Support

To sign-up and for more information you can visit:

www.PTRioTexas.org
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