
 Enter his gates with 
thanksgiving, and his courts 
with praise. Give thanks to 

him, bless his name. 
 

Psalm 100:4 
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Pastor Musings 

Thoughts and Advice from Pastor Joe, St. Mark UMC, November 2023 

Methodist Education: A brief celebration of the life of Jóvita Idár 

 In honor of All Saints Day, I thought I would share part of an article about a locally-
famous Methodist saint: Jóvita Idar, a South Texas journalist and activist from Laredo who 
was a lifelong Methodist. Below are excerpts from an October 4, 2022 article in United 
Methodist News, written by Sam Hodges, title “Spotlight shines on Jovita Idár, Methodist 
reformer.” 1 
 “Though she’s still not a household name, [Jovita] Idár’s heroic advocacy for 
Mexican Americans, as well as for women and children, has made her the subject of 
scholarly articles, a documentary and a historical marker…Idár was a lifelong, faithful 
Methodist. Idár was born into a large, educated, relatively well-off Mexican American family 
on Sept. 7, 1885, in Laredo, Texas. Her maternal grandfather was the Rev. Clemente 
Abraham Vivero, a Methodist minister. In her youth, Jovita Idár attended Laredo Seminary, 
a Methodist school that would become known as Holding Institute, after the school’s 
Methodist missionary leader Nannie Emory Holding. After graduating in 1903, Idár taught 
impoverished Mexican American children in tiny Los Ojuelos, Texas. But she didn’t teach 
for long, instead joining her father’s newspaper. “Appalled by the poor conditions and 
inadequate equipment as well as the lack of hope in this community, she resigned and 
turned to political journalism, working alongside her brothers and father and using the 
media to foment social change,” Claudia González wrote in a chapter on Idár for the 
book “Texas Women: Their Histories, Their Lives.” 
 Surely the most cinematic moment of Idár’s career came in 1914, when El 
Progreso, the Laredo newspaper she was then working for, published an editorial critical of 
President Woodrow Wilson for ordering a U.S. military occupation in Veracruz, Mexico. A 
team of Texas Rangers soon arrived at the newspaper, intending to shut it down in 
retaliation. They had a surprise. “One of (El Progreso’s) writers, a slender, twenty-nine-
year-old woman named Jovita Idár, stood in the doorway to block them. As a crowd 
formed, the Rangers backed away,” wrote Doug J. Swanson in his 2020 book “Cult of 
Glory: The Bold and Brutal History of the Texas Rangers.”” 
 I hope you get a chance to read the rest of the UM News article about Jóvita Idár, 
and that, as you remember the saints who have blessed your life directly, 
you also take time to celebrate the “great cloud of witnesses” (Hebrews 
12:1) who have come before us. So many of these men &amp; women 
devoted themselves to the promise of our United Methodist baptismal 
vows, to “accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, 
injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves.” 
 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Joe 
 
1 You can find the rest of the article here: 
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/spotlight-shines-on-jovita-idar-methodist-reformer. 

St. Mark UMC Upward Sports 

by: Aleythia Gutierrez & Moises Linan 

 Howdy and good cheer! Wanna know more about Upward Sports? 
After hosting two successful Upward Soccer leagues, volunteering at our top 
hit, Upward Basketball, now moving onto our first Upward Volleyball league, 
and loving it, we are your go to peeps for that! Upward is a really cool 
Sports Ministry with all the resources to organize a sports league at church 
centered in Sports and God! 
 So, at St. Mark United Methodist Church, we’re not only bettering our 
handles, improving our trekkers, cheering louder, and now serving, but 
we’re also running alongside God and going Upward in our spiritual 
journey’s as we devote time to emphasizing the Word of God. 
 While our church has done Upward Basketball and Cheer for over 15 
years, we have been blessed to have grown in the opportunities and 
ministries we can offer the community in the last year. Last year was the 
first year of Upward Soccer which, thanks to the help of our great 
volunteers at St. Mark UMC, was a big success. This year we were able to 
do our second year and we got to see our Upward Soccer ministry grow 
from 28 kids to 48 kids, all ranging from the ages of 4 to 14! We are also 
now offering Upward Volleyball for middle school and high school boys and 
girls. 
 If your kids, or if you know kids who enjoy playing sports, and you 
want them to play in an environment that will reinforce fundamental skills, 
but more importantly help your kids learn some great stories about the 
word of God and be intentional in their Spiritual, Mental and Physical 
growth, then don’t be shy and join the Upward team :) ! 



The Christ and Disciple Windows 

by: Drucilla Vinger, Finance Administrator 

 Through the medium of stained glass, Laverne and Alvin Todd have 

created these beautiful windows in honor of their grandchildren, Jennifer and 

James Ordner and Jared Todd Tucker and donated them to St. Mark United 

Methodist Church. 

 During late spring and summer of 1979, with the construction of the 

new addition to the Sanctuary underway, the Todds approached Rev. David 

Edgar with the proposition that they would create and install stained glass 

windows in the side windows of the new addition as a donation. Subsequent 

bids from various studios were received for stained glass for the large window 

pursuant to which the Todds were requested to submit a bid on the large 

window. They responded with an offer to include the large window along with 

the side windows in their donation. 

 To assist in the project, a volunteer committee from the congregation, 

composed of Ed Cohrs, Gerrie Fritts, Ann Robertson, Rosalyn Smith, Ilene Boje 

and chaired by Dr. Bill Caldwell, was selected. The purpose of this committee 

was to select the subject matter to be depicted in the large window. After 

several weeks of much research and visits to numerous churches, the decision 

was made to depict the figure of Christ. Ilene Boje, with her expertise as an 

artist and painter, was selected to scale out the figure of Christ for the 

window, which involved many hours of dedicated time. The Todds completed 

the drawing, including dividing it into fifteen separate panels, placement of 

lead line to assure continuous flow from panel to panel and determining 

dimensions of each panel. The drawing was traced off and a pattern for each 

piece of glass in the window was made. 

 After a selection of glass colors was made, the Todds travelled to 

California where they selected the glass to be incorporated in the project. That 

selection included opalescent, antique and cathedral glass from England, 

France and West Germany, as well as U.S. made glass. 

 The first piece of glass for the windows was cut on August 8, 1979 and 

after innumerable man hours of work and the aid of prayers, the large window 

was installed on November 5th. Each panel was constructed separately with 

each piece of glass hand cut, arranged and secured in place with lead caming. 

The stability was increased by framing each panel with zinc and securing 

reinforcing bars on the reverse side. This was followed by applying a glazing 

compound to secure the glass within the lead came, and finished off with a 

polishing compound. 

 To effectively reflect the features of the figure of Christ, and the border 

pieces, it was necessary to employ a special glass paint. After many laborious 

hours, the painting was completed through the efforts and expertise of Ilene 

Boje, necessitating kiln firing on the head piece a total of six times. 

 The decision to depict the twelve disciples in the side windows was at 

the suggestion of Rev. David Edgar. Since we had the central figure of Christ, 

to complete the picture, the twelve disciples would be represented by symbol. 

The Todds constructed these windows in 

basically the same manner as the large 

window, incorporating the copper foil 

method with the lead came. The painting 

involved in the side windows was done 

by the Todds and the lettering by Ilene 

Boje, the final installation being on 

January 23, 1980. The windows were 

dedicated on Sunday, April 13, 1980. 

 The Todds have indicated that 

this gesture was their way of saying 

thanks for the many blessings received 

from the Lord and their association with 

the church.  

 The twelve disciples from left to 

right: Peter, Matthew, Andrew, Thomas, 

James, James the Less, John, Thaddeus, 

Phillip, Simon, Bartholomew, and Judas. 


