
 

 

The angel said to her, “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will over-
shadow you; therefore the child to 

be born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God.” 

Luke 1:35 (NRSV) 

Regular Church Schedule 
Sunday:  Sunday School     09:30 am 

   Worship Service     10:45 am 

   Live Stream (via Facebook)    10:45 am 

Wednesday:  Prayer Time      11:30 am 
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   Faith Sharing Group    06:30 pm 
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Pastor Musings 
 

From Pastor Joe, St. Mark UMC, December 2024 
The Origins of Christmas 

 

 The following is an article from the United Methodist Church website, dated 
November 12, 2018.

1
 Other historical evidence suggests that the newly Christian 

Roman Empire replaced a pagan holiday with Christmas in the 4
th
 century, which could 

also be true, but it wouldn’t negate the northern African Christian origins of Christmas. 

 The assertion that Christmas is merely a “Christianized” pagan holiday simply 
isn’t true. In his book, The Origins of the Liturgical Year, Thomas Talley shows that 
Dec. 25 was celebrated in the early church by the third century and suggests a North 
African rather than Roman origin for the feast and its dating. There were both 
theological and historical principles at work in arriving at that date. The process began 
by seeking to establish the likely historical date for the death of Jesus at Passover. 
This was thought to have been March 25. The annunciation was set to correspond with 
that date, so that, theologically, the conception of Jesus and the death of Jesus are 
observed as part of the same whole. The date to observe the birth of Jesus was then 
set by adding nine months to March 25, thus arriving at Dec. 25. This process for 
historical and theological dating was already in place in some of the churches in North 
Africa as early as the late second century and appears to have spread across the 
churches from there. A typical claim one finds about Christmas as a “Christianized 
pagan holiday” relates to the Roman observance of Sol Invictus. The problem with this 
assertion, based on Talley’s findings, becomes historical. Sol Invictus dates to 274, 
about a century after we have evidence of some Christian churches already 
celebrating the feast of the nativity of Jesus on Dec. 25. So Christmas is not from its 
beginnings a “Christianization” of a pre-existing pagan festival. It is instead an 
extension of the central Christian story of the crucifixion of Jesus, “Christ our Passover” 
sacrificed for us. In making this connection to Passover explicit, we are reminded that 
in the conception, birth and crucifixion of Jesus the whole world finds God’s decisive 
deliverance from bondage, oppression and the power of sin in this life, and, in the age 
to come, resurrection into new creation and life everlasting. 

______________________________ 
 
1 https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-does-
christmas-have-roots-in-pagan- 
beliefs#:~:text=This%20was%20thought%20to%20have,25. 
 
What I’m reading: Bible, CSB translation (Leviticus & 
Matthew) 
Misión Integral by C. René Padilla, Making of Biblical 
Womanhood by Beth Allison Barr 



History of St. Mark Continued... 
by: Helen Balsey (Drucilla Vinger - Finance Administrator) 

 George Mather, who had earlier 

served as choir director while 

teaching music in the Mission 

schools, now agreed to become our 

full-time minister of music. He trains 

and directs the Chancel Choir, the 

Youth Choir which sings at the 

8:30am services and the Cherub 

Choir, darling children who sing their hearts out for 

George. Our Chancel Choir was honored by being invited 

to sing at the Sunday Evening Service at Annual 

Conference in San Antonio in June, 1980. George also 

directs the music at Youth Club, makes calls at the 

hospital and on shut-ins, checks attendance cards, 

directs the Minute Men and assists wherever needed. 

 St. Mark has had several secretaries without whom 

we could scarcely function. There have been part time 

secretaries: Ruth Kline, Elaine Moyer and Merline Riggs, 

then full-time secretaries: Nancy Ebensberger, Stacy 

DeBerry and Bernice Myers (don’t have records from 

Bernice to Sherrill Snodgrass in late 80’s to 1992 when 

Drucilla Vinger was added to the staff followed by Mary 

Barrera, Lynn Noe, Norma Ocañas, Chris Martinez and 

Hollie Landis). 

Food Pantry Thanksgiving Meal 
by: Hollie Landis 

 For many years, St. Mark United Methodist Church has 

provided a Hot Thanksgiving Meal to the 40+ families who 

depend and use our monthly food pantry every 3rd Saturday of 

each month. The families are invited to stay and enjoy fellowship 

with church members and volunteers in the gym. The meal is 

done on the 3rd Saturday of November. After the meal the 

families will then get their monthly bag of food and a frozen 

turkey (the turkey is for those who used the Food Pantry for a 

set amount of months or more during the year). The 

Thanksgiving Meal is cooked by amazing volunteers at St. Mark 

UMC. This year we had enough food to feed about 100 people! 

Thank you to ALL the volunteers who helped prepare food, serve 

food, handout the bags & turkeys, and make this a successful 

ministry. Thank you to: Aleida & Carlos E., Jessica F., Leigh Ann 

T., Felix B., Laura B., Claire R., Rick O., Moises L., Jaden F., Ivy L., 

Melody L., & Hollie L. for all their help with 2024 Food Pantry 

Thanksgiving Meal. 


